
Mass	of	Thanksgiving	for	Brother	Charles’	canoniza7on	in	Walsingham	

Walsingham	is	known	as	“England’s	Nazareth”	and	so	 it	seemed	good	that	his	canoniza9on	be	
celebrated	 here,	 but	 the	 prospect	 of	 organizing	 a	 big	 celebra9on	was	 a	 bit	 daun9ng,	 given	 our	 small	
number.		It	could	only	work	if	we	got	others	involved.	But	a	few	months	earlier	we	had	organized	a	small	
celebra9on	for	L	Sr	Patricia’s	50th	jubilee	and	we	could	sense	what	a	great	longing	there	was	in	the	parish	
to	get	together	aJer	all	the	Covid	restric9ons.		So	we	took	the	risk.		

We	began	by	 invi9ng	Bishop	David	Oakley,	who	had	been	a	 long-9me	member	of	 the	priests’	
fraternity	 and	 had	 known	 us	 in	 Birmingham.	 	 He	 immediately	 accepted	 and	 suggested	 that	 the	
celebra9on	take	place	during	the	noon	Mass	at	the	shrine	since	it	is	live	streamed	and	would	reach	more	

people.	We	then	wrote	up	an	 invita9on.		
We	 posted	 it	 at	 the	 entrance	 to	 the	
parish	but	also	carried	it	to	some	people	
who	 aren’t	 Church	 goers.	 It’s	 always	
surprising	 to	 see	 who	 comes.	 	 Many	
religious	 came,	 including	 the	 Anglican	
sisters.	 	 Four	 liSle	 sisters	 of	 the	 Poor	
drove	up	all	the	way	from	London	to	take	
part	 in	 the	celebra9on.	 	They	 look	aJer	
our	 liSle	 sister	 Loide	 Claire	 and	 it	 was	
touching	 that	 they	 came	all	 that	way	 to	
be	 with	 us.	 	 A	 few	 neighbours	 and	
people	 who	 don’t	 usually	 go	 to	 Church	

either	 because	 of	 Covid	 or	 because	 they	 feel	 unconnected	 with	 the	 ins9tu9on	 came	 along	 as	 well.		
Among	our	guests	the	youngest	was	3	and	the	oldest	95!	

We	asked	our	friend	Amy	to	take	pictures,	and	Marcin	helped	us	figure	out	how	the	overhead	
projector	worked	for	a	presenta9on	in	the	hall	aJer	the	meal.		The	liSle	choir	from	Wells	next	the	Sea,	5	
miles	away	came	to	help	with	the	liturgy.	Kathleen	usually	sings	with	them	at	the	Saturday	evening	mass.		
Eleanor,	the	shrine	organist	composed	an	easy	version	of	the	psalm	so	that	we	could	sing	it.	 	We	chose	
hymns	everyone	knows,	 star9ng	with	 “Love	divine	all	 loves	excelling…fix	 in	us	 they	humble	dwelling.”		
Wasn’t	that	Brother	Charles’	prayer?	

	During	the	sermon	Bishop	David	commented	Brother	Charles’	life.	Whereas	he	can	oJen	come	over	as	
being	very	“French”,	the	bishop	spoke	of	him	with	
such	local	accents	that	people	were	deeply	moved.		
He	underlined	Charles’	ability	to	take	risks	because	
“we	 can’t	 become	 saints	without	 bold	 confidence	
and	a	sense	of	adventure”.	 	He	also	spoke	of	how	
nothing	 seemed	 to	 work	 for	 him.	 	 “He	 wrote	 all	
those	 rules	 for	 a	 congrega9on	 but	 nobody	 joined	
him	because	 they	probably	 thought	he	was	nuts.”		
And	 he	 con9nued	 that,	 “If	 nothing	 in	 your	 life	
seems	 to	 be	 working	 out,	 Charles	 could	 well	 be	
your	patron	saint.”	Many	people	remembered	that	
line!	

We	prepared	intercessions	based	on	Brother	Charles’	own	words	in	order	to	share	some	of	the	accents	
of	his	spirituality,	linking	them	with	situa9ons	in	our	world	and	our	church	today.			



For	 the	 celebra9on	 following	Mass,	 we	 had	
hesitated	about	asking	a	caterer	 to	come	 in.		
But	one	of	the	young	mothers	encouraged	us	
to	self-cater	and	ask	people	for	help.		It	was	a	
gamble	 but	 it	 really	 paid	 off.	 	 	 	 L	 Sr	 Kasia	
Barbara	brought	eggs	to	some	of	our	friends	
with	 a	 “help”	 note,	 asking	 them	 to	 bake	
something	for	Monday	16th.		Our	good	friend	
BrigiSe	 accepted	 with	 Kasia	 to	 prepare	
sandwiches.	 	 But	 she	 did	 more	 than	 that,	

ge`ng	 flowers	 and	 colored	 napkins,	 making	 the	 hall	
look	beau9ful	

AJer	 Mass	 everyone	 was	 hungry	 and	 sandwiches	 and	
cake	became	a	banquet!		An	hour	later	there	followed	a	
short	presenta9on	of	Brother	Charles’	 life.	 	There	were	
ques9ons	 about	 how	 our	 community	 had	 started	 and	
about	 the	 miracles	 that	 had	 paved	 the	 way	 for	 the	
canoniza9on.		It	was	an	opportunity	to	share	something	
of	our	 life	because	many	people	 are	used	 to	 seeing	us	
around	 but	 they	 aren’t	 quite	 sure	 what	 it	 is	 we	 do!		

While	 we	 have	 been	 in	
the	 village	 for	50	 years,	 the	parish	 is	 constantly	welcoming	new	people.		
Young	 families	 have	 recently	moved	 into	 the	 vicinity	 to	 help	 each	other	
raise	 their	 children	 in	 the	 faith.	 	 And	 many	 re9red	 couples	 seSle	 in	
Walsingham	both	because	of	the	shrine	and	because	of	the	beauty	of	the	
surroundings.		

At	3	pm	we	invited	the	LiSle	Sisters	of	the	Poor	and	the	Bishop	back	to	the	
house	for	a	hot	meal	since	they	had	a	long	journey	home	ahead	of	them.		
There	again	our	neighbours	Barbara	and	Donald	stepped	in	with	BrigiSe,	
doing	all	the	clearing	up	for	us.	

Yes,	following	Jesus	means	taking	risks.	 	But	we	were	leJ	with	a	profound	
sense	 of	 gra9tude	 for	 his	 life	 and	what	 it	means	 for	 us	 here	 and	 today.	

When	we	tell	of	his	life	we	oJen	comment	about	the	moment	of	sickness	when	the	Tuaregs	saved	him	
by	giving	him	the	liSle	milk	they	had.	 	It	opened	the	way	to	a	true	friendship	where	he	wasn’t	just	the	
one	who	gave	but	 also	 the	one	who	 received.	 	 That	was	our	experience	 too.	 	Needing	peoples’	 help	
allows	you	to	discover	them	in	a	new	way.			

	In	the	evening	when	we	watched	the	canoniza9on	and	the	Thanksgiving	Mass	in	Rome,	we	could	really	
feel	 that	 we	 were	 part	 of	 it	 all.	 	 And	 something	 of	 the	 celebra9ons	 in	 Rome	 had	 been	 here	 in	
Walsingham	as	well.	

	 	 	 LiSle	sisters	Kasia	Barbara,	Patricia	and	Kathleen	


