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A glorious day of momentous grace at Our Lady’s Shrine in Walsingham, as 
we joined in united prayer with the Holy Father, the Bishops and entire 
Universal Church for the solemn Act of Consecration of Russia and Ukraine 
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Deo Gratias! In faith we await the response 
from Heaven! For God knows His Timing!

Pope Francis situated this Act of Consecration amidst a Service of Penance. 
He stated: ‘It is fitting that we should invite peace with hearts renewed 
by God’s forgiveness. …’
The Pope said that: ‘This Act of Consecration is meant to be a gesture of 
the universal Church, which in this dramatic moment lifts up to God, 
through his Mother and ours, the cry of pain of all those who suffer and 
implore an end to the violence, and to entrust the future of our human 
family to the Queen of Peace.’ …

The Service of Penance led by Pope Francis was deeply moving and 
poignant spiritually speaking. The Church in penitence and preparing deeply 
and humbly for the moment of the momentous Act of Marian Consecration.  
It was so moving to witness the 
Holy Father leading the Act of 
Consecration in St. Peter’s 
Basilica in obvious agony of 
heart, spirit, and also in body. 
Every step he took was agony 
… his sciatica was agonising.  
There was a sense that the 
Vicar of Christ on earth was 
present at Calvary united with 
the crucified Christ and with 
Him, present at every calvary of 
the World, pleading and united 
with all those who suffer every 
where. 




“ … Therefore, Mother of God and our Mother, to your Immaculate 
Heart we solemnly entrust and consecrate ourselves, the Church and all 
humanity, especially Russia and Ukraine. accept this act that we carry 
out with confidence and love. Grant that war may end and peace 
spread throughout the world. The “Fiat” that arose from your heart 
opened the doors of history to the Prince of Peace. We trust that, 
through your heart peace will down once more. To you we consecrate 
the future of the whole human family, the needs and expectations of 
every people, the anxieties and hopes of the world. …” 

Thank you Holy Father for unleashing such grace from God through the 
powerful intercession of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 


Walsingham’s response! 

Bishop Alan Hopes led us in 
the solemn Act of Consecration 
of Russia and Ukraine to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, in 
profound Union with Pope 
Francis and all the Bishops of 
the world. It followed the Mass 
o f t he so l emn i t y o f t he 
Annunciation at the Basilica & 
National Shrine of Our Lady. 





Bishop Alan especially requested that the 
renowned Slipper Chapel Statue of Our 
Lady of Walsingham be brought into the 
Basilica for this spiritually momentous 
occasion. Bishop Alan read the letter in 
which Pope Francis invited all the Bishops 
of the world to join him in collegial union 
for the Act of Consecration. The Bishop 
invited the congregation to kneel as he 
solemnly led the Act of Consecration. At 
its climax, the Bishop gazed up with great 
pleading prayer to the Blessed Mother, 
Our Lady of Walsingham.




There was a sense of profound gratitude and joy enveloping the entire 
congregation as it was completed!


Then at 4pm it was the turn of the Walsingham Parish and Village to 
unite with the Holy Father. 

Clergy and people from the catholic, anglican 
and orthodox parishes in Walsingham 
gathered on the piazza of the parish Church 
of the Annunciation for an initial service of 
penance and Rosary of Intercession. Fr. 
Keith Tulloch read the papal letter of 
introduction before the leading of the 
Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary - praying, 
kneeling in penitence for peace, for peace in 
Ukraine and for the Conversion of Russia.


 … The Rosary white and gold, We take 
from thy Virgin hand; A pledge of the 
power of God, To heal and strengthen our 
Land. 

Fr. Christopher Knight, the Orthodox parish 
priest then led a penitential prayer for peace.  
We then gently processed into the parish 
Church singing Our Lady of Walsingham Hail! … Immaculate Heart, we 
kneel. To consecrate all to thee: The present, its pain and joy, The 
future, all it may be. 

Jane Nicholson of Fara (Walsingham based Charity), and recently back from 
the Ukrainian/Romanian border where she and her collaborators have 
welcomed traumatised refugees. Jane was visibly overcome as she spoke 
and presented us with an Icon of Our Lady who Assuages Sorrow from 
Ukraine which we prominently displayed.


 …O Mother of Sorrow, hail! We mourn for the evil done. O soften our 
selfish hearts, And lead us back to thy Son. 

Fr. Keith Tulloch our parish priest, prepared us for the Act of Consecration 
and invited us all to kneel. All present had the text of the Consecration and it 
was prayed in solemn unity of spirit, heart and voice! A glorious moment of 
united prayer with the Holy Father and entire Universal Church. Deo Gratias! 
No words could express our gratitude and thanksgiving for this wondrous 



spiritual grace of which we were all 
an integral part! The depth of the 
participation was tangible!


 … O Mother of all the World, 
Lead Russia back home again, 
That over a peaceful world, thy 
heart may graciously reign. 

A	final	exhorta-on!

Our Blessed Lady said on July 13th 1917 that God wished to establish in the 
world devotion to her Immaculate Heart. 


Our Lady gave two requests, indicating, that in time she would come to ask 
for the Consecration of Russia to her Immaculate Heart and for the 
Communion of Reparation of the First Saturdays. 


In the light of this great and universal solemn Act of Consecration it seems 
only right that we might now focus on the other request of Our Blessed Lord 
and his Holy Mother for the First 
Saturdays.


The First Saturday Devotion and 
Communion of Reparation are a 
n e c e s s a r y c o n s t i t u e n t o f t h e 
f r u i t f u l n e s s o f t h e F a t i m a 
Consecration, and that war and peace 
in our world depend on it.
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