
A	Bronze	Statue	of	Our	Lady	of	Walsingham	to	be	blessed	by	
	Bishop	Alan	Hopes	at	Our	Lady’s	Shrine	in	Walsingham	

	at	the	12	noon	Mass,	on	the	Solemnity	of	the	AnnunciaBon	

Our	 Lady's	 Shrine	 in	 Walsingham	 is	 home	 to	 England's	 Nazareth,	
especially	chosen	by	Our	Blessed	Lady	to	be	a	holy	place	of	Pilgrimage.	
	Our	Blessed	Lady	calls	us	to	meditate	in	parAcular	on	the	first	of	her	JOYS	
-	 the	 AnnunciaAon,	 and	 to	 be	 that	 JOY	 in	 the	 HEART	 of	 the	 CHURCH.	
Walsingham	 has	 a	 most	 significant	 role	 to	 play	 in	 the	 conversion	 of	
England,	her	own	DOWRY.	
		
We	need	to	present	a	propheAc	vision	for	Walsingham	and	for	the	unique	
role;	Our	Blessed	Lady	so	obviously	has,	 for	 the	re-evangelizaAon	of	 this	
country	and	its	peoples.		

In	 2012	 a	 Bronze	 Sculpture	 of	 Our	 Lady	 of	 Walsingham	 was	
commissioned	 with	 renowned	 bronze	 figuraBve	 sculptor	 Robert		
Sobocinski	 from	 Poznan,	 Poland	 by	 Antonia	 Moffat	 &	 Dr.	 Mark	 Stella-
Sawicki.	
		
Our	Lady	sits	with	compassion,	power,	solemnity,	serenity	and	grace	and	
is	 truly	 enthroned	as	 the	Mother	of	God.	 Jesus	 is	 truly	 enthroned	as	a	
li<le	Christ	the	King	and	exudes	spiritual	power,	majesty	and	gentleness.	
Both	 the	 faces	 of	 our	 blessed	 Mother	 and	 Jesus	 are	 capCvaCng	 and	
touch	 the	 heart	 to	 deeper	 mysteries.	 Every	 aspect	 of	 the	 statue	 is	
gracious	and	great	a<enCon	has	been	paid	to	every	Cny	detail	so	that	it	
gives	a	 true	 representaCon	of	 the	 Image	of	Our	Blessed	Lady	 from	the	
14th	 century	 Walsingham	 Priory	 Seal.	 	 Robert	 did	 much	 background	
research,	 praying	 and	 consultaCon	 to	 achieve	 this	 beauCful	 statue	 of	
Our	Lady	of	Walsingham.	

This	 commissioning	was	 an	Act	 of	 Faith	 ...and	 also	 an	 Act	 of	 Faith	 in	 a	
vision	 for	 the	 future	 for	Our	 Lady's	NaAonal	 Shrine	Walsingham.	 At	 the	
Ame	there	was	a	real	sense	of	a	need	for	a	re	visioning	concerning	both	
the	spiritual	&	historical	significance	of	Walsingham	along	side	a	renewed	
understanding	of	England’s	ancient	Atle	as	“The	Dowry	of	Mary”.	



In	 some	 way	 we	 saw	 this	 Bronze	 Statue	 as	 the	 symbolic	
FoundaAon	Stone	of	the	future	vision	both	spiritual	and	temporal	for	Our	
Lady’s	NaAonal	Shrine	in	Walsingham.	However	it	was	not	clear	how	this	
‘prayerful	thought’	might	become	a	reality.	

Bishop	Alan	Hopes	took	custody	of	the	Bronze	Statue	of	Our	Lady	
of	 Walsingham	 in	 November	 2013	 and	 it	 had	 a	 place	 of	 honour	 in	 his	
personal	Chapel	for	6	years.	It	was	the	focus	of	all	his	prayers	and	hopes	
for	the	spiritual	revival	of	Our	Lady’s	Shrine	in	Walsingham.	It	was	thought	
appropriate	 that	 the	new	Bishop	 should	have	 custody	of	 it.	 Bishop	Alan	
always	knew	that	his	Chapel	was	not	to	be	its	final	desAnaAon	and	resAng	
place!	

Fast-forward	 to	 August	 2019	 -	 with	 Bishop	 Alan	 Hopes	 preparing	 for	
episcopal	 reArement	…	 he	 entrusted	 the	 Bronze	 Statue	 into	 the	 care	 of	
the	 Rector	 in	 Walsingham,	 iniAally	 Mgr.	 John	 Armitage	 and	 now	 Mgr.	
Philip	Moger.		
		
I	have	con*nued	to	ponder	where	the	Lord	in	his	great	providence	would	
wish	for	the	Bronze	Statue	to	go?	
		
As	March	25th	2022	the	Solemnity	of	the	AnnunciaAon	approaches,	Mgr.	
Philip	Moger	had	the	inspiraAon	that	Bishop	Alan	Hopes	might	now	bless	
the	Bronze	Statue	at	Our	Lady’s	Shrine.	
		
I	have	since	discerned	that	following	this;	the	Statue	might	be	placed	long	
term	with	the	Sisters	of	Mary	Morning	Star	in	the	Diocese	of	Plymouth	in	
their	Convent	in	Lynton,	Devon.	
		
The	reasoning	behind	this	is	that	it	is	sAll	not	clear	where	the	final	placing	
of	the	Statue	should	be!	Plans	for	the	development	of	Our	Lady’s	Shrine	in	
Walsingham	are	also	not	clear?	
		
This	 perhaps	 points	 us	 to	 the	 need	 for	 greater	 intercessory	 prayer	 for	
these	 intenAons.	 Where	 beber	 than	 to	 place	 the	 Statue	 for	 this	
intercessory	Prayer	than	with	a	Community	of	ContemplaAve	Sisters?	

		



The	 Church	 in	 England	 needs	 to	 be	 encouraged	 at	 a	 deeper	 level	 to	
recognise	the	great	JEWEL	it	has	in	its	midst!	-	Our	Lady	of	Walsingham's	
Shrine!	 Be	 assured	 that	 what	 happens	 in	 Walsingham	 will	 have	 great	
influence	on	the	rest	of	the	Church	and	the	BriAsh	Isles	as	a	whole.	
		
We	 need	 to	 encourage	 this	 to	 the	 understanding	 of	 the	 enAre	 Catholic	
Church	 in	 England	 and	 Wales	 -	 so	 that	 they	 will	 begin	 to	 appreciate	
Walsingham's	significance	and	magnitude	spiritually	speaking.	
		
Spiritually	we	prepared	greatly	for	the	great	moment	of	RededicaBon	of	
England	 as	 “the	 Dowry	 of	 Mary”	 on	 March	 29th	 2020.	 However	 our	
prayer	 and	 atonement	 for	 the	 sins	 of	 our	 NaAon	 England	 which	 have	
tragically	 taken	 us	 so	 very	 far	 from	God’s	 ways,	 need	 to	 be	 ongoing.	 O	
Lord	Have	Mercy!	
		
The	way	of	penance,	 reparaBon	and	 intercession	 for	 the	Conversion	of	
England	needs	to	conBnue.	
		
In	 July	 2,	 1950,	 Bishop	 Leo	 Parker	 of	 Northampton	 said	 of	Walsingham	
“When	the	many	pilgrimages	of	reparaBon	shall	bear	fruit	and	England	
makes	 resBtuBon	 by	 rebuilding	 and	 restoring	 to	 Our	 Lady	 her	 Holy	
House	of	the	AnnunciaBon.”		

This	 Statue	 of	 Our	 Lady	 of	 Walsingham	 is	 being	 placed	 into	 the	 daily	
prayer	of	these	contemplaAve	sisters,	with	all	the	intenAons	of	Our	Lady	
of	Walsingham	for	the	spiritual	and	temporal	needs	of	her	NaAonal	Shrine	
and	for	the	intenAons	of	all	who	live	in	Walsingham,	and	work	on	behalf	
of	the	mission	for	the	conversion	and	re-evangelisaAon	of	England,	Mary's	
Dowry	and	all	the	World.	
		

A	very	big	ask	of	INTERCESSORY	PRAYER!	

Antonia	Moffat	
Outreach	Co-ordinator	for	Our	Lady’s	Shrine


