Writing a will

Our no jargon, straight talking guide to writing a will

A practical and positive
way to provide for your
loved ones
Having an up to date will is the only way to
guarantee you have a say in what happens to
your estate after you die.
Some people understandably find it hard to
discuss their wishes with family while they are
alive, but having it all written down in a
professionally drawn up will enables family to
carry out your wishes - and not be left in any
doubt as to what you would have wanted.

Making a will
The subject of writing a will can appear
complex, confusing or bring about concern but
itʼs fairly simple, especially if you are working
with a legal expert. The wishes youʼll want to
make within your will will be personal to you
but we hope our step-by-step guide will help
you to remember the little things as well as the
big things.
This guide includes tips on estimating the
value of your estate and busts the myths
surrounding wills. We also hope to inspire you
to imagine how your will could help the people

Having a will also reduces the chance of
family disputes, delays and confusion after
youʼve gone.
Many people even claim that making a will
brings them comfort and peace of mind - not
just for themselves but also for their loved
ones around them.

and causes you care about.

Preparing to write your will
Top ten questions that you’ll be asked when making your will

Preparing for your meeting with
your will-writing professional will
save you time - and money!
Being armed with the answers to
the questions you are likely to be
asked will ensure you’re getting
the most from your time with your
solicitor.
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Do you have any
particular funeral
wishes you’d like to
include in your will?
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Is there a particular
charity that you
would like to benefit?
You will need to note down
their full name, address and
charity registration number.
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The will-making process
1. PREPARE to see your solicitor.
He or she will need a certain
amount of information in order to
propose how best to arrange
your affairs in your will. Taking
time to consider your wishes
before the meeting will
undoubtedly save time and
maximise the time you have with
your solicitor. Read page 2 for
key considerations.

2. FIND A WILL-WRITING
PROFESSIONAL
If you don’t already have a
solicitor or professional willwriter in mind, we recommend
visiting The Law Society website.
You can search their online
directory for wills and probate
specialists in your area.

3. INITIAL MEETING
At an initial meeting with your
will-writer or solicitor you will
discuss your circumstances and
give the solicitor a rough idea of
your wishes. They will then draw
up a proposal, together with an
estimate of charges. Feel free to
ask questions and clarify issues
you're unsure of. This is your will
and it's legally binding, so it's
worth taking the time to get it
right.

4. DRAFT WILL
On instructing your solicitor,
they will draw up a draft of
your will based on the
discussions you have and the
wishes you want to include. If
you have any concerns or
would like to make changes
you should raise them at this
stage before the will is
finalised.
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5. SIGN AND WITNESS
Once you are happy with your
will, you need to sign it, date it
and have it witnessed by two
people not named in your will.

6. STORE
It is important to store your will
securely. Tell your executors
where your will is, so they can
locate it easily.

7. REVIEWING YOUR WILL
We would recommend
reviewing it every three years
just to double check it is still
valid. There are many
circumstances that may mean
you need to review it. For
example, a birth, death,
marriage, retirement or change
in wealth may mean that your
will needs updating.

IN SUMMARY
With good preparatio
n
and a qualified expert
’s
help, drawing up a w
ill
can be a relatively
straightforward proc
ess
that gives you a say
in the
distribution.
The cost of making a
will
varies, and will depe
nd on
your circumstances
and
the arrangements yo
u
wish to make (e.g. ad
ding
a trust makes the will
more expensive to dr
aw
up) however a simpl
e will
can cost as little as £1
00.
Having a will is an
investment; it may in
fact
save thousands of po
unds.
It's a document that
may
save your family from
unnecessary distress
and
expense; and it will le
ave
them without any do
ubt
about your wishes.

Types of legacies

“A legacy - is simply a gift made in your will”
A legacy, also known as a bequest, is simply a gift made in your will to a person or
organisation (such as a charity). There are several types of legacies that you can choose;
A RESIDUARY LEGACY is a gift made after any debts are paid. You may choose to leave a
percentage of the residue to charity. This way, the value of your gift increases with inflation.
A PECUNIARY LEGACY is a fixed sum of money. Unlike a residuary legacy this will not
fluctuate in line with your wealth, so it may be worth reviewing it from time to time to check it
still reflects your wishes.
A SPECIFIC LEGACY is a gift of a particular item, such as a piece of jewellery, furniture or a
painting. You could also consider directing a death-in-service benefit or bequeathing stocks
and shares to a loved one or favourite cause.
A LIFE INTEREST OR TRUST BENEFICIARY Depending on your circumstances you may be
setting up a trust in your will. Once it has been used to benefit the primary individual, it is
possible to nominate a charity to be a final beneficiary.
We recommend taking advice from a solicitor or professional will-writer if you are unsure
which type of gift to choose.

Every minute of
every day, someone
is helped by a
Catholic charity.
Whether they are a parent
struggling to take care of their
family in Newcastle or Nairobi,
a parishioner finding hope in
God’s word in Lymington or
Lima, a prisoner or a patient, a
priest retiring from his life of
service, a seafarer thousands of
miles from home or a community
who have lost everything in a
natural disaster, millions of
people around the world depend
on the support of Catholic
organisations.
Catholic causes rely upon the
kindness of the Catholic

Your Catholic Legacy brings together a group of Catholic
charities working to inspire and encourage you to leave a
gift in your will to a Catholic good cause.

community to fund their lifesaving and life-changing work.

sisters in need, and the Church
that’s shaped your life?

Legacies help to bring hope to
thousands, life-saving aid to
those most in need, and God's
love in time of crisis.

By remembering your favourite
causes in this special way, you
can be sure that your faith and
values will live on for decades to
come.

Writing a will and including a
gift to charity is a wonderful
way of providing for the
people and causes you care
about. Alongside your family
and friends, might you also be
able to help your brothers and

After providing for family and
friends, a legacy, large or small,
will help to make the world a
better place for future
generations in need.
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Columban Missionaries

The Passage

Registered charity number: 221594
St. Columban’s, Widney Manor Road, Solihull, B93 9AB

Registered charity number: 10797864
St Vincent’s Centre, Carlisle Place, London
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Progressio

Registered charity number: 281074
Oakfield Park, 32 Bilton Road, Rugby, CV22 7HQ

Missio

Registered charity number: 1056651
23 Eccleston Square, London, SW1V 1NU

Pact

Registered charity number: 219278
Park Place, 12 Lawn Lane, Vauxhall, London, SW8 1UD

Registered charity number: 294329
Units 9-12, The Stableyard, Broomgrove Road, London,
SW9 9TL

Society of the Little Flower

Registered charity number: 1123034
West Suite, 2nd Floor, Barclays House, 51 Bishopric,
Horsham, RH12 IQJ

SVP

Registered charity number: 1053992
9 Larcom St, Walworth, London, SE17 1RX

GET IN TOUCH
Please contact us if you would like to find out
more about any of the subjects raised in this
guide or would like to talk to someone about
adding a gift to a charity in your will.

020 7095 5367
info@yourcatholiclegacy.org.uk
www.yourcatholiclegacy.org.uk

