Litany of the Saints
and Martyrs of England

“The Church in the British Isles will only begin to grow
when she begins again to venerate her own saints”
St Arsenios of Paros

The Vision of St Dominic Savio
RELATED IN THE BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS OF ST JOHN BOSCO

In 1857 St John Bosco related to Blessed Pius IX
a vision of St Dominic Savio:
“One morning, while I was doing my thanksgiving after
Holy Communion, I was taken by a strong distraction.
It seemed that I was on a very vast flat land surface,
full of people surrounded by thick darkness.
They were walking, but did so as though they had lost
their way and could not see where they set their feet.
Someone beside me said, ‘This region is England’.
Then I saw the Supreme Pontiff, Pius IX. He was
dressed in a majestic fashion, carrying in his hands
a splendorous light, and advancing amidst the
multitude of people. As he advanced, the darkness
gradually disappeared and the people were bathed with
so much light that it seemed noontime.
The friend said, ‘This light is the Catholic religion,
which must illuminate England’.”
Pius IX said to Don Bosco:
"This narration confirms in me my determination
to work without rest in favour of England,
which is already the object of all my solicitudes."

Introduction
The Catechism of the Catholic Church (956) states the
following:
“Being more closely united to Christ, those who dwell in
heaven fix the whole Church more firmly in holiness…
They do not cease to intercede with the Father for us, as
they proffer the merits which they acquired on earth
through the one mediator between God and men,
Christ Jesus… So by their fraternal concern is our
weakness greatly helped.”
“Do not weep, for I shall be more useful to you after my death and
I shall help you then more effectively than during my life”
- St Dominic, dying, to his brothers “I want to spend my heaven in doing good on earth”
- St Thérèse of Lisieux In this Litany we invoke the prayers of the thousands of
canonised and beatified saints and martyrs of England.
You are invited to meditate upon some of the profound last
words uttered by our courageous martyrs as they mounted
the scaffold prior to their execution for the cause of God's
Holy Church and the Catholic Faith.
Let us ask for the intercession and courage of our Saints and
Martyrs as we prepare to walk in their footsteps,
rededicating England as the Dowry of Mary, following Our
Lady’s example by saying “yes” to the will of God in our lives.

The Litany
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.
God, the Father of Heaven,
Have mercy on us
God the Son, Redeemer of the World,
God, the Holy Spirit,
Holy Trinity One God,
Holy Mary,
Holy Mother of God,
Our Lady of Ransom,
Our Lady of Walsingham,
Our Lady of Penrhys,
Our Lady of the Taper,

Pray for us

Saint Peter,
Pray for us
Saint Paul,
Saint Gregory the Great,
Saint Augustine of Canterbury, Apostle of England,
Saint Edward the Confessor,
Saint George,
Saint David,
Saint Andrew,
Saint Patrick,
All you holy Patrons and Protectors of England, Wales,
Scotland and Ireland,

Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Patron of the English Secular Clergy,
Saint Alphege,
Pray for us
Saint Alban,
On the scaffold, when they placed
Saint Oswald of Northumbria,
the noose round his neck,
Saint Edmund of East Anglia,
he addressed the people:
Saint John Houghton,
“I am come hither to die for my
religion... I have a secret which
Saint Augustine Webster,
highly concerns His Majesty
Saint Robert Lawrence,
and Parliament to know.
The kingdom of England will
Saint John Fisher,
never be truly blessed until it
Saint Thomas More,
returns to the Catholic faith
and its subjects are all united
Saint Ralph Sherwin,
in one belief under the Bishop of
Saint Oliver Plunkett,
Rome... I pray that my death may
be some kind of atonement for
Saint Cuthbert Mayne,
the sins of this kingdom.”
Saint Alexander Briant,
- ST HENRY MORSE Saint John Payne,
Saint Luke Kirby,
Saint Edmund Gennings,
Having forgiven his executioner,
as he stood on the scaffold,
Saint Eustace White,
he faced the crowd and proclaimed:
Saint Polydore Plasden,
“Christian people, I am come hither
Saint John Boste,
to die for the faith of Christ’s
Catholic Church, and I thank
Saint John Almond,
God hitherto my courage hath
Saint John Southworth,
served me well thereto, so that yet
hitherto I have not feared death,
Saint John Plessington,
wherefore I desire you help me
Saint John Lloyd,
and assist me with your prayers,
that at the very point and instant
Saint John Kemble,
of my death’s stroke, and in the very
Saint John Roberts,
moment of my death, I then faint
not in any point of the Catholic
Saint Ambrose Barlow,
faith for fear; and I pray God save
Saint Alban Roe,
the king and the realm, and hold
His holy hand over it, and send
Saint Richard Reynolds,
the king a good counsel”
Saint John Stone,
- ST JOHN FISHER -

Saint John Jones,
Saint John Wall,
Saint Edmund Campion,
Saint Robert Southwell,
Saint Henry Walpole,
Saint Thomas Garnet,
Saint Edmund Arrowsmith,
Saint Henry Morse,
Saint Philip Evans,
Saint David Lewis,
Saint Nicholas Owen,
Saint Richard Gwyn,
Saint Philip Howard,
Saint Swithin Wells,
Saint John Rigby,
Saint Margaret Clitherow,
Saint Margaret Ward,
Saint Anne Line,
Blessed John Haile,
Blessed Thomas Abel,
Blessed Edward Powell,
Blessed Richard Fetherston,
Blessed John Larke,
Blessed Thomas Plumtree,
Blessed Thomas Woodhouse,
Blessed Everard Hanse,
Blessed James Bell,
Blessed William Davies,
Blessed George Napier,
Blessed Thomas Maxfield,

Pray for us

While on the scaffold before his
beheading he decalred that he died

“the king’s good servant,
but God’s first”

- ST THOMAS MORE “The Catholic Faith
which I hold is the only cause
why either I have been thus
long imprisoned or why I am
ready to be executed”

- ST
PHILIP HOWARD TH
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“The day will come when far from
repenting your return
to the Catholic Church, you
will find it your greatest
comfort and advantage”

- ST EDMUND ARROWSMITH -

“Gentlemen of the jury,
I confess most willingly that
I am a priest and I am of
the Company of Jesus...
that I came over in order to
convert my country to
the Catholic faith and to invite
sinners to repentance”

-

ST HENRY WALPOLE -

Blessed William Ward,
Pray for us
Blessed George Haydock
Blessed Richard Whiting,
“I will live and die in the true
Blessed Hugh Fraingdon,
Roman Catholic faith”
Blessed Philip Powell,
- ST EDMUND GENNINGS Blessed Humphrey Middlemore,
Blessed Henry Heath,
Blessed Ralph Corby,
Blessed Adrian Fortescue,
Blessed John Felton,
“My sins are great I confess,
but I flee to God’s mercy.
Blessed John Storey,
Oh Lord perfect us to that end
Blessed Ralph Milner,
whereunto we were created,
that leaving this world, we
Blessed James Duckett,
may live in Him and of Him.
Blessed Richard Herst,
World without end.”
- ST RALPH SHERWIN Blessed William Howard,
Blessed John Finch,
Blessed Margaret Pole,
All you Saints and Martyrs of England and Wales,
Saint Illtud,
Saint Dyfrig,
Saint Telio,
Saint Samson,
Saint Deiniol,
Saint Asaph,
Saint Germanus,
Saint Cadoc,
Saint Bueno,
Saint Millitus
Saint Theodore,

“Into your hands, O Lord”

- ST CUTHBERT MAYNE -

“I am willing to lay down
not one life only, but many,
rather than betray my conscience
or act against my duty to God
and His holy religion”

- ST MARGARET WARD -

Saint Odo,
Pray for us
Saint Dunstan,
Saint Anselm,
“I will not be afraid to serve God
Saint Edmund Rich,
and do well. If God’s priests dare
Saint Paulinus of York,
to venture to my house I will
never refuse them.”
Saint Felix of Dunwich,
ST
MARGARET CLITHEROW Saint Aidan of Lindisfarne,
Saint Birinus of Dorchester,
Saint Chad of Lichfield,
Saint Cedd of Lastingham
“I am sentenced to die for
Saint Erconwald of London,
harbouring a Catholic priest
Saint Cuthbert of Durham,
and so far am I from repenting
of what I have done that
Saint Hedda of Wessex,
I wish with all my soul that
Saint Aldhelm of Sherborne,
there I have entertained
one, I could have
Saint Wilfrid of York,
entertained a thousand”
Saint Egwin of Evesham,
- ST ANNE LINE Saint John of Beverley,
Saint Swithin of Winchester,
Saint Ethelwold of Winchester,
Saint Oswald of Worcester,
As they disembowelled him,
Saint Wulstan of Worcester,
his last words were:
Saint Osmund of Sarum,
“May God forgive you.
Lord Jesus receive my soul.”
Saint William of York,
- ST JOHN RIGBY Saint Hugh of Lincoln,
Saint Richard of Chichester,
Saint Thomas of Hereford,
Saint Swithbert, Apostle of the Rhineland,
Saint Willibrord, Apostle of Holland,
Saint Boniface, Apostle of Germany,
Saint Willibald, Apostle of Bavaria,

Saint Sigfrid, Apostle of Sweden, Pray for us
Saint Henry, Apostle of Finland,
Saint Petroc of Bodmin,
“In condemning us
Saint Botolph of Boston,
you condemn all your own
Saint Benet Biscop,
ancestors - all the ancient priests,
bishops, and kings - all that was
Saint Guthlac of Croyland,
once the glory of England, the
Saint Egbert of Lindisfarne,
island of saints, and the most
devoted
Saint Bede the Venerable,
child of the See of Peter…
Saint Stephen Harding,
I am a Catholic man
and a priest; in that faith
Saint Robert of Newminster,
I have lived and in that faith
Saint Aelred of Rievaulx,
do I intend to die…
I recommend your case
Saint Gilbert of Sempringham,
and mine to almighty God,
Saint Simon Stock,
that we may at last
be friends in heaven...”
Saint John of Bridlington,
- ST EDMUND CAMPION Saint Ethelbert of Kent,
Saint Winifred of Holywell,
Saint Ethelburg of Barking,
Saint Etheldreda of Ely,
Saint Hilda of Whitby,
Saint Werburg of Chester,
During the moment
of his execution he said:
Saint Frideswide of Oxford,
“Sweet Jesus what will you do
Saint Mildred of Thanet,
with my heart today?”
Saint Edith of Wilton,
- ST JOHN HOUGHTON Saint Osburg of Coventry,
Saint John Henry Cardinal Newman,
Blessed Nicholas Postgate,
Blessed Dominic Barberi,
All holy men and women of England, Saints of God,

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
Spare us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
Graciously hear us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
Have mercy on us.
Jesus, convert England.
Jesus, have mercy on this country.
Let us pray:
O God, who from the very birth of thy Church in this land
didst make us the Dowry of Mary and loyal subjects of the
Prince of thine Apostles; grant us by the merits and
intercession of these our Saints and Martyrs that we may
continue steadfast in the Catholic Faith, nor ever fail to
cherish that most blessed Virgin as our Mother, and
maintain our allegiance to the See of Peter.
O God, who didst raise up blessed Martyrs from every rank
among us, to fight manfully for the true faith and the
primacy of the Holy See; grant us through their merits and
prayers that our whole people may agree in the profession of
the same faith, and ever enjoy that unity for which thy Son
prayed, who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

Prayer for England
WRITTEN BY CARDINAL MERRY DEL VAL

O Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God
and our most gentle Queen and Mother,
look down with mercy upon England thy Dowry,
and upon us all who greatly hope and trust in thee.
By thee it was that Jesus our Saviour and our
hope, was given unto the world; and he has given
thee to us that we might hope still more.
Plead for us thy children, whom thou didst
receive and accept at the foot of the Cross,
O sorrowful Mother!
Intercede for our separated brethren that with us
in the one true fold they may be united
to the Chief Shepherd, the Vicar of thy Son.
Pray for us all, dear Mother,
that by faith fruitful in good works
we may all deserve to see and praise God,
together with thee, in our heavenly home. Amen.
In 1893 at the request of Pope Leo XIII, Cardinal
Herbert Vaughan and the hierarchy of England
and Wales consecrated England and Wales to
Our Lady and St Peter.

Litany of the Saints
and Martyrs of England
England, Mary's Dowry is known as the Island of Saints and
Martyrs. England is blessed with thousands of canonised
and beatified saints and martyrs both known and unknown.
In this Litany we invoke them all and implore their powerful
intercession for the Conversion of England and for the
re-evangelisation of her peoples.

About Walsingham
Walsingham is England’s National Shrine of Our Lady and
its primary focus is reflection upon the Incarnation of Our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ through meditation upon the
Annunciation, the first of Our Lady’s joys. Discover
Walsingham, visit www.walsingham.org.uk.
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